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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
SUBJECT: Agency Views on H.R, 3578, a Bill "To
Eastablish a Temporary National Security

Commisaion”

1. This memorandum recommends a revised Agency position
to proposed legislation due to objections raised by the Office of
Menagement and Budget to our original report (Tab A).

2. The bill establishes a temporary commission to conduct a
broad study of programs, objectives and management of the Defense
Egtablishment and the effectiveness of its inter-agency coordination.

OMB and DOD strongly object that the bill duplicates existing machinery
to s¢rutinize and oversee the Defense Establishment. OMB recommended
that the Agency take a similar broad position against the bill. The
pesition suggested by OME wase revised by this office to properly

confine the Agency's comments to its own interests and responsibilities.
OMB concurs in our changes to their language.

3. If you approve, it is requested that you sign Tab B for
forwarding to Chairman Hebert., This has been coordinated with D/NIPE,
DDP, DDS, aad OCGC.

25X1

John M. Maury
Legislative Counsel

Atts.

Distribution:
Orig - DCI 1 - D/NIPE
1- DDCI 1 -DDP
1 - ER 1 - DDS
1- 0LCY 1-0GC
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The Honorable F, Edward Hebert
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services
House of Representatives

Washington, D. C. 20515

My dear Mr. Chairman:

This is in response to your letter of 16 February 1971 requesting
the views and recommendations of this Agency concerning H, R, 3578,
a bill "To establish a Temporary National Security Commission, "

While this Agency has no objection to continuing se rutiny and
oversight of its activities by the Congress, we believe that extensive
and adequate machinery already exists to permit the close examination
of this Agency's objectives, organization, procedures, and interactions
with other agencies constituting the national security establishment.

In addition to the oversight which is exercised by congressional com-
mittees, the National Security Council, Office of Management and
Budget, and the President's Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board
regularly examine and act upon findings in the areas of national security
concerning the Agency which the Commission would study under the
proposed legislation.

Should the bill receive favorable consideration by the Committee,
however, I would respectfully request the opportunity to discuss with
you certain problems regarding the protection of intelligence sources
and methods, for which I am responsible under the National Security
Act of 1947,
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In view of the above, the Central Intelligence Agency does not
favor enactment of H, R. 3578, The Office of Management and Budget
advises that there is no objection to the submission of this report from
the standpoint of the Administration's program.

Respeactfully,
Richard Helms
Director
Distribution:
Orig. - Addressee 1 - DDP
1 - DCI 1 - DDS
1 - DDCI 1 - OGC
1-ER 1 - Subject (H. R. 3578)
1 - D/DCI/NIPE 1 - Chrono
OLC/PLC:mmc (28 June 1971)
2
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: Agency Views on H, R, 3578, a Bill '"To
Establish a Temporary National Security
Commission"

l. This memorandum recommends a revised Agency position
to proposed legislation due to objections raised by the Office of
Management and Budget to our original report (Tab A).

2, The bill establishes a temporary commission to conduct a
broad study of programs, objectives and management of the Defense
Establishment and the effectiveness of its inter-agency coordination.

OMB and DOD strongly object that the bill duplicates existing machinery
to scrutinize and oversee the Defense Establishment, OMB recommended
that the Agency take a similar broad position against the bill, The
position suggested by OMB was revised by this office to properly

confine the Agency's comments to its own interests and responsibilities,
OMB concurs in our changes to their language.

3. If you approve, it is requested that you sign Tab B for
forwarding to Chairman Hebert, This has been coordinated with D/NIPE,
DDP, DDS, and OGC,

John M, Maury v
Legislative Counsel

Atts.
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20503

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

The Honorable F. Edward Hebert
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services
House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

My dear Mr. Chairman:

This is in response to your letter of 16 February 1971
requesting the views and recommendations of this Agency concerning
H.R. 3578, a bill "To establish a Temporary National Security
Commission, "

While this Agency has no objection to continuing scrutiny and
oversight on the part of the Congress, it believes the creation of
the proposed Commission is a matter for determination by the
Congress., Therefore, this Agency offers no comment in this regard.

Should the bill receive favorable consideration by the Committee,
however, I would respectfully request the opportunity to discuss with
you certain problems regarding the protection of intelligence sources
and methods, for which I am responsible under the National Security
Act of 1947,

The Office of Management and Budget advises that there is
no objection to the submission of this report from the standpoint of
the Administration's program.

Respectfully,
Richard Helms
Director
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